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On Apl’l| 23, 2004 YUCA celebrated our 10th year annlversaryl Over 150 of YUCA's family and friends attended the event. In addition to
performances, a raffle, and speeches on YUCA memories, we recognized 2 important persons and 1 organization with the Sundiata Acoli
Freedom Award. The Award is named after Sundiata Acoli, an advisory board member of YUCA, political prisoner, and freedom fighter. We
gave this award to former YUCA directors Kris Hayashi and Andi Perez, and to Asian Immigrant Women Advocates, all of whom carry
Sundiata’s spirit of commitment and practice. Kris is now the Executive Director at the Audre Lorde Project in New York, and Andi is the
Executive Director of Youth United for Change in Philadelphia.

We thank everyone who came, and also those who shared their well-wishes even if they couldn’t attend the event. We look forward to
more years of building the power of young people of color in our communities!

Photos from the

to right, top to - 3 - : e
bottom: 1. Le Tim  eSSgs= i o = N
Ly (staff) and Shana M ] w7 AR > -

White (board
member and writer/

Valley De-

by Jorge
Villanueva
(board

Fellow, and
CBE Youth

Daymond
Johnson
(Higher
Learning LA

youth waiting in line for the
yummy food catered by Auntie
Felicia Turner ; 4. Step
performance by Cindy Martinez
(HL youth not pictured), Anna
Turner (staff), Mercedes White
(HL core) and Annie Loya (staff);
5. James and Deborah Turner,

members who celebrated their
wedding anniversary that night): 6. Maggie (HL youth) and Yolanda
(HL mom) Razon; 7. Andi Perez, (Sundiata Acoli

award recipient, former YUCA director and current Director of Youth United for Change) 8. Adrienne Hypolite (with Students for Justlce) and Ali
Rahnoma (Students for Justice and YUCA Board member); 9. The crowd hangs out as DJ Worldwise spins beats.
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From San Francisco to Oakland to East Palo Alto to San Jose,

FIRE Fellows worked with organizations all committed to environmental and social justice in their
communities. Their work addresses a range of issues including educational inequities, police brutality,
cultural genocide, media creation, gentrification, and environmental racism. The Fellows gathered for a
series of trainings that covered organizing skills and also participated in discussions on how our different
identities (race, gender, class, and sexual orientation) play into each other. FIRE ended with a retreat to
evaluate our summer and went river-rafting to celebrate all our hard work! The following is a description
of the FIRE Fellows and their work:

Organization: Asian Immigrant Women Advocates

FIRE Fellows: Elly Chen and Cindy Ruan

This summer, after getting the Oakland schools to hire a resource person to work
specifically with Asian immigrant parents at Oakland High School, AIWA FIRE
Fellows Elly Chen and Cindy Ruan worked on developing, collecting, and analyzing
a survey for parents to identify issues and needs that Asian parents face so that the
resource person can address those issues. Elly and Cindy also worked to build a strong membership
core within AIWA to get ready for the schoolyear!

FIRE Fellows: Arlena Laso and Sehastian Zavala
IITC FIRE Fellows Arlena Laso and Sebastian Zavala kept themselves busy
this summer working on two projects. Every year, IITC holds a conference
bringing together different Indigenous Nations to address human rights
violations and foster unity. This year, the conference built support for Pit River
and other California Indian Nations’ struggles to reclaim their traditional
homelands and protect their sacred places. Sebastian and Arlena coordinated
the youth component of the conference! They also coordinated and led
educational workshops on mercury poisoning of California rivers to different Nations who rely on
waterways as their main form of sustenance.

Organization: Californians for Justice - San Jose =T Hh ke Xainihe fiidey

FIRE Fellows: Lancy Eang, Mayra Oseguera, and Angeles Rojas
Californians for Justice had three FIRE Fellows this year, all of whom
took strong leadership roles within the San Jose office. CFJ FIRE
Fellows Lancy Eang, Mayra Oseguera, and Angeles Rojas
concentrated on building their base of young people in the Eastside
San Jose schools and gearing up for their campaign. They
coordinated the Summer Youth Leadership Academy, a series of actions to hold Gov. Schwarzennegger
accountable to school funding, led and hosted workshops, and coordinated legislative visits in
Sacramento.

Te o wil] Lem ) S G2

Organization: Silicon Valley De-Bugy

FIRE Fellow: Erin Traylor

Silicon Valley De-Bug FIRE Fellow Erin Traylor worked hard this
summer on the Justice for Rudy Campaign. Rudy Cardenas, a
father of five, was shot by state agent Michael Walker in a case of
mistaken identity. De-Bug is supporting the Cardenas family in this
campaign, and this summer, Erin did research on the agents, helped coordinate protests, and attended
Walker’s indictment hearings. Erin also led workshops and produced articles and art for De-Bug.

-
The Voice of the Young and Temporary

Organization: Higher Learning - YUCA

FIRE Fellows: Cynthia Cruz, Sarait Escorza, Louna Fihaki, and Yolanda “Maggie” Razon

Higher Learning FIRE Fellows Cynthia Cruz, Sarait Escorza, Louna Fihaki, and Yolanda “Maggie”
Razon spent this last summer fully engaged in two major campaigns in East Palo Alto. On the
gentrification campaign whose goal is to stop the displacement of residents in East Palo Alto, they
collected surveys and hosted house meetings to develop a community benefits agreement for an
incoming grocery store in the community. They also attended community meetings to stop condominium
conversions in the city that would destroy EPA's history of rent control. These four young women also
worked on the Romic Campaign to shut down a toxic waste plant in the community. They helped put
pressure on the City Council to place a ballot measure in November to tax Romic, (which they won!),
and are ready for a huge campaign to pass this measure as well as get the community to testify at
upcoming hearings on Romic’s Environmental Impact Report and permit.

Organization: International Indian Treaty Council Ji

Thank you very much...

to the following individuals and organizations who
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Press «0United Church of Christ (]
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fear that the high prices of condos will drive out
many working class and poor people in our
community who cannot afford the condos, and
these fears are very real. East Palo Alto has seen
many residents gentrified out of the community
because of rising housing prices, but this time,
YUCA members and a coalition of community
residents are determined to fight for our people.
Question: What have you been outreaching
about?
Sarait: We've been informing people about the
condo conversions, letting them know how to get
involved, asking them for alternatives to what the
City Plan is. Right now, the City is trying to convert
apartments to condos and they're being priced over
$400,000. People can't afford that! The City isn’t
doing anything either to let community members
know so we're doing it and we're getting folks
involved.
Q: What do you see when you outreach?
S: On O’Keefe Street, there’s a group of guys who
are always there every day. There’s a lot of kids
riding their bikes, and lots of people hanging
around.
Q. What goes through your head when you
reach someone’s door?
S: | pump myself up. | think, what are they going
to say? What can | say to get them interested? |
notice people listen to what | have to say, but | want
their attention. | want them to be concerned. |
want them to know about the issues and be
concerned. | want them to see I'm doing something
and join me in it.
Q. What's the funnest moment you've had
outreaching, and what's the rudest thing you've
seen?
S: Rudest -- we were talking to this guy and he just
straight slammed the door in our faces.
The funnest -- we meet a lot of nice people who get
excited about ideas and shared them with us. We
also get offered candy when people see us in the
rain and feel sorry for us sometimes.
Q. What encourages you to keep going?
S: I'want the people to get represented. | want
them to speak to the City and let their voice be
heard. The City needs to listen to the community,
but if community folks don’t give their input, it's
going to keep going the way it is now. I'm really
concerned about my community.

g Community Voices Heard

ddition to the Condo Conversions Campaign, HL
th have been hard at work developing a
ommunity Benefits Agreement that outlines the
eeds residents wanted developers to provide in the
community. They have outreached at churches, gone
door to door, and held house meetings and forums to
get people’s input on what companies should bring
into East Palo Alto if they want to set up shop here.
Currently, the youth are working with Peninsula
Interfaith Action, One East Palo Alto, and community
residents to push for needs outlined in the CBA.

These are photos from the “Free Your Mind and the
Rest Will Follow” Youth Conference that the YUCA
Menlo Atherton High School Club organized in EPA.
At the conference, HL youth held workshops to get
youth input into the Community Benefits Agreement!
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REPARATIONS FOR OUR RESPIRATION
HL Youth Campaign to take Romic to the Bank!

In the past four months, HL youth have been nine-year delay! Everyday, HL youth hit the
hard at work trying to get a local ballot streets, going door to door to register people to
measure, Measure R, passed in East Palo Alto.  vote, inform voters of Measure R and the EIR,
If passed, this measure will tax Romic (the toxic  and talk to the community about Romic. And
waste plant we have been fighting) 10% of their  everyday, HL youth encountered residents who
gross receipts, and the money will go towards are fed up. As Damaris Britton, a longtime

the city’s general municipal fund. community resident, mother, and community
activist says, “I'm going to vote to show Romic
that even though we are poor, we have power
in the community, and they can't continue
doing this to us!”

Poster Design by Rosie Solorzano and Anna Turner

Graphic by JC Montesinos

HL youth see this campaign as an opportunity
to expose Romic’s dirty history to the
community and organize the community’s
power to let Romic know that we don’t want
them in East Palo Alto. HL youth also see this
as an opportunity to get people involved as the
Department of Toxic Substances Control finally
get ready to release Romic’s draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), after a

At press time, we still do not know the results
of the election, but HL youth are very optimistic
about the results. We will update you next
time of our progress!
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